Hans-Knoll-Institut fur Naturstoff-Forschung Beutenbergstr. 1 1 , D-07745 Jena, Germany (Received for publication November 13, 2000) In the course of screening for new antibiotics active against methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, we isolated an antibacterial metabolite from the culture broth of a basidiomycete, which was named epicorazine C (1). Spectroscopic analysis revealed that 1 was a memberof the epidithiopiperazinedione group, represented by epicorazine A (2), B (3)^3) and 3822-A (4)4), which were isolated also from fermentations of the same culture ( Fig.   1 ). In this case, it was the first isolation of epicorazines from a basidiomycete. Antibiotic 1 has already been mentioned in a previous paper as derivative of 45\ but it was not named. Table 1 . !H and 13C NMRshifts ofepicorazine C (1) (in DMSO-d6 and CHCL, 8inppm). The UVand IR spectra of 1 resemble those of 2~4!~3). were assigned using DEPTspectra. The assignment of the *H and 13C NMRsignals is shown in Table 1 . By comparison of the physical-chemical data of 1, 2 and 3 the close structural relationship of these three metabolites is apparent.
The absolute stereochemistry of 2 and 3 was derived by X-ray diffraction analysis of crystalline 2 and 3 and their CDand NMRdata2'3). Although the absolute configuration of 1 was not determined by X-ray analysis, the absolute stereochemistry of 1 could be derived from its CD and NMR measurements.
The sign of the charge transfer transition CD bands can be used to predict the absolute configuration of epidithiopiperazinedione systems6). The CDspectrum of 1 was similar to that of3. It showed a strong negative band at 236 nm and a positive at 265 nm which are consistent with a diketopiperazine ring bridged by a disulflde bond. The Table 2 . Antimicrobial activity ofepicorazines A~C (1~3). could be assigned to the two protons H-3' and H-4'. They are in cis position, as it could be expected from the proton coupling constant J3,4,=1.8 Hz. According to this assignment, all these data are consistent with the absolute configuration ofC-4' and C-3' as shown in Fig. 1 . Since the absolute configuration of C-4' is known for 2 and 3, it is assumed that the stereochemistry of C-4' is preserved through this series of metabolites.
Consequently, since 1, 2 and 3 are co-produced in the same fermentation, it can be concluded that the absolute configuration at the asymmetric centers in all three metabolites is identical and represented by structures 1, 2 and 3 (Fig.l) . Also, on a biogenetic basis, such an assignment is reasonable.
The interest in diketopiperazine-type metabolites is due to their activity in various pharmacological assay systems7~9). The antimicrobial activities of 1 were compared with those of the other epidithioketopiperazinediones 2 and 3. 
